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Zayn - From zero to all you 
can ask for  

Zayn decided to leave Pakistan and his family, because 
of financial reasons and economic impoverishment.  

Zayn is a living example that if you want to succeed in life you 

don’t need everything, but you need all you can ask for. After 

arriving in Greece with nothing in his pockets other than a 

ticket and two changes of clothes, Zayn manages to build a 

home for his family and have s stable income.  

After arriving in Greece, Zayn attended school, learned the 

language and have the patience, strength and courage to go 

after everything he aspired for in life.  

 

Zayn arrived in Greece illegally in 2002 after fleeing his 

home country, Pakistan, due to economic impoverishment 

and the existence of war in his country. The decision was 

not an easy one as he left behind his parents and his 

brother, then only four years old. When he arrived in 2004, 

despite the objective difficulties he faced, due to the good 

economic situation of the country, it was possible to make 

ends meet with the income he earned and try for 

something even better in his life.  

In the first years of his life in Greece and while he had no 

official papers, he did a lot of unofficial work, i.e. in the 

black economy. 

 

Introduction 

Zayn’s story  

• issue of official 
documents 

 

Zayn 

Zayn is a 45-year-old man, married with a 
Greek woman and has two young 
children.  

Main Challenges  

Main Opportunities  
• Learning the local 

language 
• Contacts he made in 

Greece through his first job 



 

  

As Zayn admits, growing older in a different country than your home country can be devastating 

at times, even if you have succeeded in achieving better living quality. He is usually considering 

visiting his family back home, something that he hasn’t dine in more than 2o years. Nevertheless, 

he is afraid that if he chooses to do so, he will risk his life in Greece, given that he fled Pakistan 

so many years ago illegally.  

He doesn’t regret coming to Greece, and if he had a choice he would do it again.  

Slowly and after many changes in his working life, he started working 

as a refrigerant and as a gas installation specialist. Even today, he is still 

working in this field.  

 

 

Conclusions  

He has been fortunate, as he notes, in that he arrived in Greece during a period of economic 

prosperity prior to the crisis. Consequently, he had ten times as many employment 

opportunities as he does today. He was able to establish his first income by performing 

secondary and unskilled labour. Subsequently, he was able to sustain himself and provide for 

his wife.  

He emphasises that the most significant challenge he encountered was the difficulty of 

obtaining a residence permit. He was unable to accomplish this prior to his marriage to his 

current Greek wife. His life significantly improved after he married and relocated to his wife's 

hometown.  

He has now successfully adapted into the local society and has a stable, high-paying job, more 

than two decades later. He now enjoys having a happy family, and he and his wife earn an 

adequate income to not only sustain themselves each month, but also to enjoy a stress-free 

living situation.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multilingual jobs in 
Greece  

https://unjobs.org/duty_stations/greec
e  

Refugee News and 
testimonies  

https://rsaegean.org/el/  

Greek Language 
Learning in Greece  

https://www.bodossaki.gr/dorea/chri
matodotisi-mathimaton-ellinikon/  

Refugee Shelters 
in Greece 

https://migration.gov.gr/ris/perifereiak
es-monades/domes/  

Greek language learning in Greece, Refugee shelters in Greece, Multilingual jobs in Greece, 

Refugee News and testimonies. 
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